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In that century all Asia seems to have been cast in a
religious ferment. Great religious movements under
great thinkers and popular leaders sprang up and
thoughts fairly revolutionary and opposed to the ancient
and the orthodox made their appearance. It was at
this time that Mahavira and Buddha lived and preached
in India; it was now that "Confucius and Lao Tzu
elaborated their ideas in China; and it was about
then that the prophets in Palestine disgorged
their angry words of fire. No wonder that the spirit
of the times took shape in Iran also and Zoroaster
appeared with his militant ethics. There is an impor-
tant tradition that fixes his birth to 599 B.C. He is
supposed to have commenced his teaching in his for-
tieth year in Khorasan. There at Kishmar, in the
district of Turshiz, in order to commemorate the conver-
sion to his new faith of King Vishtaspa (Gushtasp),
father of Darius I, he planted the famous cypress tree
which was said to have lived until A. D. 861, when the
Caliph el-Mutawakkil had it felled and taken to
Samarra on the Tigris, to be utilized in the construction
of his palace. Darayavaush, the son of the first royal
convert to Zoroastrianism, seems to have been a devout
Zoroastrian, as is particularly suggested by his
campaign against 'lies', perhaps the lies of the Magian
form of worship, in his Behistun inscription.
Of the old Aryan gods of the north-west area of the
Mitannians, viz. Indra, Varuna, and the Nasatya-
twins, only Varuna had been retained in the Zoroas-
trian religion, the rest were not only not worshipped
but had come to signify demonaic powers right opposed
to the divine. In the Avesta Indra and the Asvins
(Nasatya-twins) have become evil .demons. They may
even have formed, along with the Magian gods, the lies'
of Darayavaush. Herodotus describes the peculiar
Zoroastrian custom of exposing the bodies of the dead
to birds and dogs before burial. If is obvious therefore
that the times were favourable to the spread of the new
cult and that Darius I, the son df the first convert to